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T
hey are among the young shining lights in Tanzania. 
But to be where they are, there are people they had to 
look up to. They have heroines who have shown that 
anything is possible.  And partly due to this, the young 

achievers work speaks volumes beyond. And their lives, careers 
and personalities have left a mark on 
other people’s lives.

As we mark the International 
Women’s Day, celebrated March 8 
every year, some young achievers, say 
inspiration from these role models con-
tributed to who they are today: 

Emelda Mwamanga - owner of 
Bang Magazine, 31

When ‘Bang Magazine’ came out a 
few years ago, many people thought 

it would not survive. But Emelda 
proved her critics wrong. Her 

magazine has become a 
best seller.

And Emelda 
has turned out 
to be one of the 
young Tanzanian 
women whose 
success moti-
vates others. A 
strong supporter of 
women's devel-
opment, she has 
proven that resilience pays.

So who inspires her? She says Dr 
Mongela, the Ukerewe MP, has been 
her guiding light. “She is strong, she 
roars like a lion when talking, and 
she has always taught me to dare,” 
Emelda notes.

She has known Dr Mongela 
since 1994, when she was still 

a teenager. She recalls that Dr 
Mongela had just been elected 

chairlady of the Women’s conference in 
Beijing-China. 

Fourteen years later, she met her role model 
face to face for the first time at a function at White 

Sands Hotel in Dar es Salaam. “I got a chance to 
shake her hand and talk a bit,” she says. 

But what thrilled her the most was when Dr 
Mongela told her that she was a regular reader 
of ‘Bang Magazine’.

Emelda says she draws part of inspira-
tion for her resilience from Dr Mongela. “She 
is a hard worker, and because of that many 
women are now better of.” And she hopes Dr 
Mongela will one day become the president 
of the country.

To commemorate this year’s International 
Women’s Day, Emelda has invited her role 
model to be part of a group of women lead-
ers and up-and-coming professionals to take 

part in a mentoring walk aimed at sharing 
experiences with other women in their com-

munities.   

Modesta Lilian Mahiga, 29 
MD, Professional Approach 

When the then UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan appointed 
Dr Anna Tibaijuka executive direc-
tor of the UN Centre for Human 
Settlements in September 
2000, it was another 
score by Tanzania 
on the interna-
tional scene.

And in her 
first two years in 
the UN system, 
Dr Tibaijuka 
oversaw major 
reforms, 
which 
resulted in 
the world 
body 
upgrad-
ing the 
Centre to 

programme status, 
and renaming it the 
UN-Habitat. 

 At home, many men 
and women were watch-
ing her with awe and 
admiration as she lifted 
the country’s flag high. And 
among the onlookers and admirers 
of Dr Tibaijuka, was Modesta. 

The young executive attributes her 
achievement to fellow Tanzanian women like 
Dr Tibaijuka. “She has done a great job not just 
for herself but also for many men and women 
in this country,” she says.

Modesta had the opportunity to meet 
and talk with Dr Tibaijuka at a Mo Ibrahim 
Foundation meeting in Dar es Salaam. “She 
was so encouraging, and her message was 
that young women ought to work hard if they 
wanted to go far.”

She says it was because of women like Dr 
Tibaijuka, Dr Migiro, and MP Anna Kilango that she 
learnt to love her country more. She adds: “I will 
be very honoured to work with them, and I have 
not doubt I love to be in their shoes, or better still 
be president of this country.” 

Zitto Kabwe - MP (Kigoma), 33
He describes himself as confident and enigmatic. 

Zitto came to the limelight after becoming the MP for 
Kigoma in 2005.

He says being an MP representing a region that 

had been marginalised for decades, is an achievement of his life-
time. “I am happy to be part of history, transforming Kigoma into a 
prosperous region,” he says.

The young lawmaker is sure that there have been heroic women 
in Tanzania since before colonialism, during the struggle for libera-
tion and after Independence. He says Tanzania is where it is now, 

partly because women played a big role. 
“They fought for independence. We have a case 

of Lucy Lameck in Kilimanjaro who used to hide 
Mwalimu Nyerere to prevent the police from 
arresting him during his visits to Moshi. She later 
became a minister.” 

Zitto, who is proud to be a student of African 
history, also mentions independence heroine 
Bibi Titi Mohammed, as one of the women who 
inspire him a lot. He is moved by the fact that 
with her little education, Titi still managed to 
mobilise many women and men to fight for 
independence. 

“Though she later fell out with Mwalimu 
Nyerere, she remains an iconic figure in the 
development of Tanzania,” he notes, adding, 
“A few years ago, I read a book at TGNP enti-
tled ‘Women of Tanu’, with more details on 
Bibi Titi's struggles. I think somebody should 
research more on this woman and publish 
so that generations and generations will read 
about her and learn from her.”

In Parliament, he also mentions the late 
Amina Chifupa as his inspiration.  He recalls 

how she rose from being a radio presenter 
to become an MP who fought a spirited war 

against drug abuse among youth.
The outspoken legislator is also inspired by fiery 

fellow MP Anna Kilango, and Mama Zakia Meghji, the first 
female finance minister. 

He says he was particularly moved by Mama Meghji's role in 
exposing the EPA scandal.  

“If you ask people today, they will say she was dropped from 
the cabinet because EPA happened 
under her, while the truth is she is the 
one who unveiled it. One day someone 
will pen the truth about the scandal 
and the role she played,” says Zitto.

He also mentions women such as 
Sakina Datoo in the media, while in 
civil society he admires Usu Malya and 
Ananilea Nkya. 

“Women, in general, have a role to 
play in our society. I would not like to 
use adjectives, like strong, etc, but they 
play a very significant role.  They build 
the nation and maintain it.” 

Irene Kiwia - MD, 
Frontline Management

Irene’s name came into the 
limelight in 2001, when she won 

the Miss Temeke beauty pageant, which 
gave her the ticket to participate at the 
Miss Tanzania contest, where she was 
among the top five finalists.

From then, doors to success 
opened. She has been involved in 
various activities, including being 
a TV presenter. Later, she estab-
lished her own public relations firm 
- Event Management and Corporate 
Communications.

A holder of an international rela-
tions and public administration degree, 
Irene mentions Dr Migiro as one of her 
role models. She first began to admire 
the UN deputy secretary-general follow-
ing her appointment as Foreign Affairs 
minister in 2006.

“I remember my friends and 
I used to try acting like her 
because her personal-
ity really touched us,” 
says Irene, who is cur-
rently pursuing an 
MBA degree at the 
University of Dar es 
Salaam.

There are many 
things she thanks 
Dr Migiro for. She 
cites the senior 
UN official’s 
speeches, as 
an inspiration 
to her. 

“They are 
something that 
women can 
learn from to do 
wonders. 

“I was not 
surprised when I 
heard that she had 
been appointed the 
UN deputy secre-
tary-general,” she 
notes. “I was certain 
she would fit in that 
international position, 
and she has not proven 
me wrong.” Irene has 
never met her role model, 
though she has only seen her 
on TV and newspapers. But 
she would love to meet Dr 
Migiro in the future, and 
possibly work with her. 

On the International 
Women’s Day, she urges 
fellow Tanzanian women 
to “wake up and give it 
a try”. She says: “Some 
women are fearful, and 
that’s not good. If you 
have a dream, find a way 
to pursue it.”

Role models are said to influence and guide a lot of people. 
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